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Apprenticeship opportunities 
at Burges Salmon
Join us as a legal apprentice and you will 
not only gain first-hand insight into life at 
Burges Salmon, you will develop a range 
of transferable skills that will open doors 
to a variety of legal roles. It’s an incredible 
opportunity to earn while you learn and build 
the foundations of your career. 
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About Burges Salmon

Burges Salmon is a great place to work on 
both a professional and personal level.

Burges Salmon is an independent 
UK law firm. Our national and 
international client base ranges from 
private individuals to government 
departments and FTSE 100 
companies including Nationwide, 
Lloyds Banking Group, John 
Lewis, First-Group and the Crown 
Commercial Service.

It’s our people that make the firm 
great. Unlike many large commercial 
law firms, we are headquarted in 

Bristol and most of our people are 
based here. This is key to shaping 
and maintaining our unique culture, 
which is underpinned by our values. 

But it’s not all work here. We have 
an active social life and there are 
plenty of opportunities to participate 
in corporate responsibility and 
volunteering activities, as well as 
sports and social events. 
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Our apprenticeships 
at a glance

We are looking to recruit legal apprentices 
to join us in September.

How long is the programme?
The initial programme will last for two 
years and will include the opportunity 
to progress to our solicitor programme 
which lasts a further four years.

What can I achieve?
You will be awarded a Level 3 
Paralegal Apprenticeship and 
Certificate in Legal Practice which is 
set at Level 4 (equivalent to the first 
year of university) after your first 2 
years.  

If you go on to complete the Level 
7 Solicitor Apprenticeship you will 
be awarded an LLB (law degree) and 
will qualify as a solicitor.

What does the programme 
involve?
The programme involves through-
the-job and classroom learning. You 
will spend one day a week studying 

law with BPP University and 4 days 
a week working here within the 
firm.  You will have the opportunity 
to work alongside qualified 
solicitors and will develop your legal 
knowledge and practical skills from 
day one.  

Why do a Level 3 Apprenticeship 
first when I could do a Level 7 
Apprenticeship elsewhere?
Starting a career in law is a big 
decision. Without any substantial 
work experience, it may be difficult 
for you to be sure that a career 
as a commercial solicitor is right 
for you. Completing our paralegal 
apprenticeship gives you two years 
of experience to work out if this 
career path is really for you, while 
awarding you with a qualification. 
You can then make an informed 
decision about whether you want to 
undertake a Level 7 Apprenticeship. 
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Routes to qualification
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Non-law degree
(3 or 4 years) 

Law degree
(3 or 4 years) 

GDL
(1 year) 

LPC
(1 year) 

Training
contract
(2 years) 

Solicitor Apprenticeship - Level 7
(6 years) 

Solicitor Apprenticeship - Level 7
(4 years) 

Paralegal Apprenticeship - 
Level 3/4
(2 years) 

Graduate route*

Apprenticeship route

*Graduate route to change from September 2021 with the introduction of the Solicitors Qualifying 
Exam (SQE). This exam is also the end point assessment for the Level 7 Apprenticeship. 
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Why complete an 
apprenticeship?

From A-Levels to qualified solicitor in just six 
years, undertaking an apprenticeship at Burges 
Salmon gives you the opportunity to get stuck 
straight into the world of work, allowing you 
to gain significant hands-on experience and a 
formal legal qualification. 

Experience

An apprenticeship will give you a 
practical insight into a career in the 
legal sector and help you develop 
many transferable skills that will 
be valued in any profession. You 
will spend time in a number of 
departments, which will help you gain 
an insight into different areas of law. 
You will be supervised by a qualified 
lawyer and be assigned a mentor to 
provide you with support on your 
career throughout the apprenticeship. 

Earn while you learn

You will be earning from day 
one and your salary will increase 
each year as you become more 
experienced.  

Year 1 
(Paralegal) : 

£16,500

Year 2 
(Paralegal): 

£18,000

Year 1 
(Solicitor): 

£23,000

Year 2 
(Solicitor): 

£27,000

Year 3 
(Solicitor): 

£33,000

Year 4: 
(Solicitor): 

£37,000

Newly Qualified 
Solicitor: 

£52,500

As of September 2019 
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Qualifications/
skills required

What you will need before applying for an 
apprenticeship at Burges Salmon.

GCSE grades 4-9 (A* to C under old 
grading system) or equivalent are 
essential. You will need a 6 in Maths 
and English (or a B under the old 
grading system).

You should be expecting to, or 
achieved, A-level grades BBB or 
equivalent in any subject.

There will be lots of new things to 
learn. You will need to have strong 
communication skills, an ability to work 
in a team and have good attention 
to detail. More than anything, we 
are looking for people who can 
demonstrate a positive can-do attitude, 
who are willing to learn and are 
committed to this opportunity. 

“Following successful 
completion of the paralegal 
apprenticeship I am 
really looking forward to 
embarking on the Level 7 
Solicitor Apprenticeship 
to qualify in September 
2024. The apprenticeship 
programme provides me 
with the opportunity to gain 
a law degree and on-the-
job training. The support I 
receive from both the firm 
and BPP is invaluable.”

Nicole Marks

Legal Apprentice, joined 
September 2017
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Interested? 
Find out more online

Our website provides everything 
you need to know about 
apprenticeships at Burges Salmon.

Find out more information about 
our apprenticeship programme, get 
application advice and much more.

www.burges-salmon.com/apprentices

@BurgesSalmonRec

@burgessalmonapprenticeships





One Glass Wharf, Bristol BS2 0ZX  T +44 (0) 117 939 2000  F +44 (0) 117 902 4400
Atria One, 144 Morrison Street, Edinburgh EH3 8EX T +44 (0)131 314 2112 F +44 (0)131 777 2604 
6 New Street Square, London EC4A 3BF  T +44 (0) 20 7685 1200  F +44 (0) 20 7980 4966
Burges Salmon LLP is a limited liability partnership registered in England and Wales (LLP number OC307212), and is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. It is also regulated by the Law 
Society of Scotland. Its registered office is at One Glass Wharf, Bristol BS2 0ZX. A list of the members may be inspected at its registered office. Further information about Burges Salmon entities, including details of 
their regulators, is set out on the Burges Salmon website at www.burges-salmon.com. © Burges Salmon LLP 2019. All rights reserved. Extracts may be reproduced with our prior consent, provided that the source is 
acknowledged. Disclaimer: This briefing gives general information only and is not intended to be an exhaustive statement of the law. Although we have taken care over the information, you should not rely on it as 
legal advice. We do not accept any liability to anyone who does rely on its content.

Your details are processed and kept securely in accordance with our Privacy Policy which you can read on our website. To help us keep our database up to date, please let us know if your contact details change or if 
you do not want to receive any further marketing material by contacting marketing@burges-salmon.com.

www.burges-salmon.com


